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Internal Audit: Vigorous and Versatile
The global COVID-19 pandemic has changed our experiences, attitudes and 
behaviours resulting in companies needing to consider the impact of these 
changes on the way businesses should respond to minimize disruption from 
Covid-19 while finding new strategies in navigating realities to stay resilient in 
stressful times.

Boards of directors and senior management are under increasing pressure 
to stay on top of current and new risks, requiring specialised assurance. 
Stakeholders expect internal audit to “look deeper and see further”, acting as 
a lever for change to support an organisation’s strategic agenda.
 
Leaders are facing the crisis with a spirit of reinvention —accelerating 
digital transformation, greater demand to improving the cost structures 
through exploring and experimenting agile operations and business model. 
Understandably this may be a daunting prospect, especially if new skills and 
an out of the box mindset are required. To be successful in supporting the 
demand, the internal audit is required to be ready to do things differently under 
rapidly changing conditions. Internal audit must be robust and resourceful in 
opportunity identification. The time has come for internal audit to be vigorous 
and versatile to capitalise on the growing need to provide strategic insight 
and foresight in overcoming the unprecedented challenges, in addition to 
addressing the hindsight on what had happened.



http://www.assuringgroup.com
https://www.teammatesolutions.com
http://www.deloitte.com/my
http://www.deloitte.com/my
http://www.ey.com
http://www.ey.com
https://tricoraxcel.com
https://www.pwc.com/my/en.html
https://www.petronas.com
https://engage.isaca.org/malaysiachapter/home
https://www.insurance.com.my
https://www.bursamalaysia.com
https://www.mia.org.my/v2/default.aspx
https://www.accaglobal.com/my/en.html
http://www.micg.org.my
https://www.ctim.org.my
https://www.micpa.com.my
https://www.bdo.my/en-gb/home
http://ideadataanalytics.caseware.com/iia-malaysia-idea
http://www.umw.com.my/
https://icdm.com.my
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9.00 am

9.10 am

10.20 am

10.30 am

11.30 am

Welcoming Speech by 
Dominic Chegne  Vice President I, IIA Malaysia

Audit Committee Track A3 (AC) 

Internal Audit: Adding Value Across the Board

• Moving forward to a more holistic and complex reporting process and area.
• What are the key focus area, element, and gist of Integrated Assurance? 
• What are the differences between Integrated Assurance now and in the future?
• Aims of Integrated Assurance.
• How Integrated Assurance creates value for the organisation and its stakeholders?

Moderator

Ranjit Singh  Regional Executive Director, Tricor Axcelasia

Panellists

Hajime Yoshitake  Audit & Supervisory Board Member, Taiyo Yuden Co., LTD, Japan

Chan Leng Wai  CEO of PeopleNet Associates

Walter Sandosam  ICDM Faculty

Chiew Chun Wee  Board Member, International Auditing and Assurance Standards Board (IAASB)

Screen Break

Audit Committee Track B3 (AC) 

Compliance Strategy Modernization

• New challenges of compliance and strategy.
• Risk mitigation on new challenges and risks.
• IA role – technical methods and human insight.
• Compliance strategy modernisation – how internal auditors adapt themselves to the modernisation and assist in 
	 the organisation’s strategies.

Moderator

Nik Shahrizal  Partner, PwC Malaysia

Panellists

Emily Kok  ICDM Fellow & Independent Director

Maheswari Kanniah  ICDM Board Member & Executive Director / Group Chief Regulatory and Compliance Officer of 
Kenanga Investment Bank Berhad

Screen Break
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11.40 am

12.30 pm

12.40 pm

Audit Committee Track C3 (AC) 

Audit Committee’s Role in Ensuring Organisation’s Sustainability

2020 has been a challenging year for many companies with a black swan pandemic which changed the way we lived our lives. This 
has provided a reason to spotlight the importance of a purpose-driven strategy to drive business and societal value and highlighted 
the interrelationship between long-term corporate strategy, the environment, and society. Some companies have re-evaluated 
their corporate purpose and ability to drive the long-term sustainability of their enterprise by addressing environmental, social, and 
governance (ESG) strategies and challenges.

The ”G” in ESG and the important role the board of directors and each board committee, especially the Audit Committee, plays in 
overseeing the company’s transparency around sustainability initiatives continues to be a primary focus in the ESG conversation. The 
“G” in ESG has been vague thus far due to the dynamism, complexity and ambiguity over the external “E” and “S” factors inundating 
a company’s ecosystem. There is heightened pressure and focus by investors and other stakeholders to understand how companies 
create long-term value by incorporating ESG objectives into strategy and key decisions. This session attempts to digest and simplify 
the “G” within the ambit of the Board and Audit Committee and look at trends of the challenges and what works. In many instances, 
the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic and the social justice movement have prompted companies to move at a quicker pace more 
than ever.

Speaker

Cheryl Khor  ICDM Faculty & Fellow

Screen Break

END OF DAY 2
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Ranjit Singh  
Regional Executive Director, Tricor Axcelasia

Ranjit has over 30 years’ experience in the fields of risk management, internal audit and forensic 
accounting. He is a member of the Board of Directors of Global Institute of Internal Auditors (“IIA”). 
Ranjit was a member of the Global IIA Audit Committee, IIA’s International Internal Audit Standards 
Board, President of ACIIA and President of the IIA Malaysia.

He has led and completed risk management projects at more than 150 companies (PLCs, GLCs & 
MNCs) covering various industries.

Ranjit has led workshops on behalf of the Bursa Malaysia on risk management, internal audit and 
investigation for 4 years (2013 to 2016) covering participants for more than 300 listed companies and 
spoke at various conferences and Board training programmes. Ranjit has appeared on TV and Radio 
shows including Biz talk (Astro Awani) and live on BFM’s breakfast grille programmes on the subjects 
of internal audit, risk and governance.

Hajime Yoshitake  
Audit & Supervisory Board Member, Taiyo Yuden Co., LTD, Japan

Hajime has more than 20 year experience related to auditing. He was CAE at the Resona Holdings(No.4 
biggest banking group in Japan), Audit Supervisory Board Member at Saitama Resona Bank. He has 
about 15 year experience of IIA’s activities such as Board of directors Board Member, Advanced 
Technology Committee Member, Institute Relations Committee Member, Professional Responsibility 
& Ethics Committee Member, and International Internal Audit Standards Board Member, especially 
he has totally more than 8 year experience as International Internal Audit Standards Board Member. 
He also lectures internal auditing and IT auditing at the Graduate School of Professional Accountancy 
of Meiji University. His main books are “Internal Auditing with Logical Thinking”, “IT Auditing and IT 
Governance”(co-author), “Internal Control at the Corporation Group” (co-author), etc.
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Walter Sandosam  
ICDM Faculty

Walter Sandosam has experience in the multidisciplinary fields of finance and management. The work 
experience of over 30 years covers serving in various operations departments in the largest financial
institution in Malaysia namely bank operations, human resources, risk management, treasury 
operations, international banking, corporate planning and lastly for 10 years as Vice President, 
Internal Audit. Audit functions involved auditing all aspects of bank operations both customer 
facing and support services. This entailed providing recommendations on improving and enhancing 
business performance to enhance organisational performance. He now consults on matters relating 
to corporate governance, risk management and internal control for PLCs. He was a member of the 
Audit and Assurance Standards Board of the Malaysian Institute of Accountants (MIA).

Walter was a Senior Research Fellow at HELP University. He is a Past President of IIA Malaysia and 
former Academic Relations Committee member of IIA Global, USA. He continues to be a speaker at 
numerous international, regional, and national conferences organised by professional bodies as he 
has done throughout the span of his career.

He was appointed by the Prime Minister of Malaysia to serve on the Malaysian Anti-Corruption 
Commission (MACC), Operations Review, Consultation and Prevention of Corruption Panels over 
a term of 7 years to advise on eradication and prevention of corruption and to conduct awareness 
programmes. Walter is also a Human Resource Development Fund (HRDF) certified trainer. Walter has 
written numerous articles on a wide range of topics which have been published in mainstream media
namely the Star, New Straits Times and online media including the Malaysian Insider. He has spoken 
on national radio RTM2 and appeared on live shows on RTM2, Bernama TV and Astro where he has 
shared his views on issues of current national interest. His current interests and focus is on conducting 
Quality Assurance reviews of internal audit functions and evaluations of the performances of the 
boards of directors of listed companies in line with MCCG 2017 with specific focus on strategy, anti-
bribery, risk, ethics and integrity.

Chan Leng Wai  
CEO of PeopleNet Associates

Mr. Chan has a varied career in various fields. He is currently the CEO of PeopleNet Associates, a 
regional consulting group. He is also on the Board of Governors for SMK St. Paul’s, his alma mater.

He was previously the Chairman of Port Klang Free Zone Sdn Bhd. He was also the Chairman of the 
Audit Committee for a HKEX mainboard listed company and a member of the Audit Committee for a 
SGX mainboard listed company. He had also been a Global Board Member and the Executive Director, 
Asia Pacific for IDEMA, the global trade association for the Disk Drive Industry. He had also been the 
President of the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants, Singapore Branch.

In his last corporate role, he was the CFO, Asia Pacific for a US Technology company and prior to that, 
he was the CFO in Hong Kong.

Mr. Chan has a Master in Management Studies. He had also qualified as a Chartered Accountant 
(Malaysia), FCMA, FCCA and MCIM (Chartered Institute of Marketing UK).
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Chiew Chun Wee  
Board Member, International Auditing and Assurance Standards Board (IAASB)
Email address: chunwee.chiew@accaglobal.com

Chun Wee is the regional head of policy for the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 
(ACCA), tasked with supporting its professional insights, advocacy and policy work across Southeast 
Asia, Australia and New Zealand.  He works with key stakeholders to identify and drive new research 
initiatives that provide evidence-based policy and thinking impacting the business community 
and profession, demonstrating ACCA’s regional and global reach and public values.  He is a regular 
speaker and panel chair on topics ranging from evolution of corporate reporting, integrated thinking, 
the evolving role and skillset of finance leaders, talent strategy to the value of audit.  

Chun Wee currently serves as a board member on the International Auditing and Assurance Standards 
Board (IAASB), an independent standard-setting body that sets international standards for auditing, 
quality control, review, other assurance, and related services.  He serves as taskforce member on a 
variety of key IAASB projects including the quality management standard (firm level) and audits of less 
complex entities.  Chun Wee is also an active advocate of integrated reporting, having served on the 
International Integrated Reporting Council (IIRC) Working Group and its Training Advisory Group.  He is 
currently a member of the Steering Committee under the Malaysian Institute of Accountants.  

Prior to joining ACCA, Chun Wee was a key member of the Professional Practice Department of 
a Big Four accounting practice, where he focused on audit methodology and regularly delivered 
internal and external trainings on auditing and quality management matters.  He has more than a 
decade of experience in public accounting and has worked in audits of and special assignments for 
multinationals and local listed companies.  
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Nik Shahrizal  
Partner, PwC Malaysia

Nik Shahrizal is a Partner in PwC Malaysia, and has over 18 years of experience in the assurance 
profession. He trained as a chartered accountant in the UK, prior to joining PwC Malaysia in 2007. He 
also served on the Board of Governors of the Institute of Internal Auditors Malaysia in previous years, 
and was involved in the overall strategy and direction of the professional body.

Nik has been involved in a wide array of work in the region, from internal audit, compliance 
assessments, ERM implementation and governance reviews. He was recently quoted in the Edge 
on the topic of market conduct in the banking industry, and is an active proponent for the role of 
technology in internal audit activities.  

Nik graduated from the University of Cambridge with a Master in Business Administration, and 
is professionally qualified in the area of accounting (ICAEW), investments (CFA), financial risk 
management (FRM) and treasury (PKMC).

Emily Kok
ICDM Fellow & Independent Director
Email address: emilykok@hotmail.com

Emily comes from a diverse background in finance, venture capital, private equity fund management 
and direct investments, management, organizational behaviour and entrepreneurship. She has co-
founded and managed several businesses in the IT, fintech, education and consumer sectors. Prior 
to that, Emily was making direct investments in both technology and brick and mortar businesses 
covering a geographical footprint from Southeast Asia to East Asia and Australasia for PE and VC 
funds.

Emily sits on the board of several companies, working with management on business strategy and the 
execution of business plans. With managing her own companies to advising and coaching VC and PE 
investees, Emily has an extensive track record in leading business change and transformation, with 
technology as the core engine to pivot the business, to build on strengths and disrupt its own business 
model through innovation and change management.

Emily holds a Master of Enterprise Innovation from Swinburne University of Technology, Australia 
and Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Mathematical and Information Sciences from La Trobe University, 
Australia.
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Maheswari Kanniah
ICDM Board Member & Executive Director / Group Chief Regulatory and Compliance Officer of Kenanga 
Investment Bank Berhad

Maheswari Kanniah (Mahes), 61 years of age, is an experienced Regulatory and Compliance professional with 
over 43 years of experience including senior management roles in the financial services sector. She has wide-
raging exposures covering 20 years of Compliance, Regulatory, Governance, Ethics, Fraud Investigation and 
Risk Management functions in commercial bank, investment bank, securities broking, futures broking, asset 
management and private equity as well as 23 years of senior company secretarial functions of a listed company.

Mahes is currently the Executive Director/Group Chief Regulatory and Compliance Officer of Kenanga Investment 
Bank Berhad (“KIBB”). She reports directly to the Board of KIBB and is recognised as a confidante to Board of 
Directors and Management, and as a focal point of contact on issues relating to compliance, ethics, corporate 
governance and key regulatory areas. Mahes also serves as a Member of the EXCO, Management Sustainability, 
Head Office Building Management and Talent Management Committees of KIBB. 

In her 43 years in the financial industry, Mahes has conducted various investigations in the capital market and anti-
money laundering areas. This was also the reason why Mahes was instrumental in establishing KIBB’s corporate 
partnership with the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners (“ACFE”), making KIBB the first company in Malaysia 
and South East Asia to partner with the ACFE.

At the industry level, Mahes currently hold various positions where she contributes significantly to the public and 
they include:
•	 Board Member of the Institute of Corporate Directors Malaysia (“ICDM”) with responsibility to enhance the 
	 professionalism and effectiveness of corporate directors in Malaysia.
•	 Member of the Audit and Risk Management Committee of ICDM
•	 Member of the Risk Management Committee of University Malaya. 
•	 Council Member/Associate Secretary of the Malaysian ACFE.
•	 Member of the SC Licensing Examinations Angoff Review Committee – Module 11 (Compliance Module).
•	 Mentor for the Malaysia Australia Business Council Mentoring Program and the LeadWomen

Mahes is a Fellow Chartered Secretary and Chartered Governance Professional of the Chartered Governance 
Institute, United Kingdom - FCIS (CS)(CGP) and the Malaysian Association of the Institute of the Chartered 
Secretaries and Administrators. She is also a Certified Fraud Examiner (“CFE”) registered with the ACFE, US/
Malaysia; a Chartered Banker jointly awarded by the Asian Institute of Chartered Bankers (AICB) and the Chartered 
Banker Institute (CBI) UK (AICB/CB); and a Fellow of ICDM.



Cheryl Khor  
ICDM Faculty & Fellow
Email address: cherylkhor@gmail.com

Cheryl was a Partner, Malaysia Risk Advisory Leader & Head of Corporate Governance; and the 
Asia Pacific Accounting &; Internal Controls Leader at Deloitte Malaysia. She was also a board 
member and strategy committee member of Deloitte South East Asia. She has more than 20 years of 
experience covering financial, operational and internal audits as well as governance, controls and risk 
assessments for clients across a broad range of industries. Cheryl has previously facilitated ICDM’s 
bespoke programmes on topics such as Director’s Fiduciary Duties and Malaysian Code on Corporate 
Governance. Specifically, she has been involved in numerous process improvements, and controls 
transformation projects. An active media contributor and with a number of published papers, Cheryl 
is a familiar face in numerous panels, seminars, workshops and talks on good governance, and 
sustainability among others.

Cheryl has served large companies in a broad range of industry sectors including infrastructure, 
healthcare, construction, property development, asset management and consumer business. She 
also led and project managed various engagements in Internal audit, Corporate Governance, Board 
effectiveness and succession, Operational audits, IPOs, Due Diligence, Enterprise risk management, 
SOX 404 implementation, Business process review, controls transformation and review of policies.

She holds a Bachelor in Mathematics and is a member of the Malaysia Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants (MICPA) and Malaysia Institute of Accountants (MIA).
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